The truth of these observations is illustrated by the number of remedies from time to time proposed for the treatment of such maladies as gout, apoplexy, disease of the heart, consumption, cancer, and dropsy; and though daily observation and the indisputable evidence of the reports of the registrar-general must show, that most of these disorders form the great avenues or channels of human adult mortality, yet they are still believed to be under the control of the physician, and amenable to the resources of his art.
From this general character pulmonary consumption is not by any means exempt. Though the certainty with which this disease destroys its victims has been gravely but in strong colours delineated by Aretaeus; though the gay humour of Lucian had represented it as carrying by far the greatest number of subjects with the greatest degree of certainty to the gloomy regions of the other world; though Tibullus " The beneficial action of naphtha is seen in the relief of the breathlessness of the patient, the cough, and expectoration ; also in the relief of the hectic, the profuse sweating, diarrhoea, &c. Its action on the physical signs is first manifested in the diminution of the dulness on percussion, diminution of the increased resonance of the heart-sounds and voice ; a softening down of bronchial breathing into simple harshness of the respiratory murmurs, with a prolongation of the expiratory; then a gradual diminution of these morbid states, and a steady return to the normal murmurs of health.
" As regards the modus operandi of naphtha, there is little doubt that it is taken into the circulation, and passes off mainly by the bronchial mucous membrane. This is proved by the fact that the peculiar odour of the medicine is imparted to the breath and sputa, and sometimes to the urine passed shortly after its use. Hence it is brought into immediate contact with the tubercles already de- 
